
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL RECYCLING WEEK SUPPORTS CHRISTMAS CARD 
RECYCLING SCHEME  

Tesco and WH Smith supporting Woodland Trust and UK’s native woodland 

National Recycling Week, sponsored by Environmental Business Products, the world’s largest 

remanufacturer of inkjet cartridges, supports the latest drive to collect Christmas cards to recycle 

on behalf of the Woodland Trust, the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity.  This is the 

third year that Tesco and WH Smith have worked in partnership on the Christmas Card 

Recycling Scheme. 

 

The scheme, which last year recycled 40 million cards – the equivalent to 800 tonnes, has one very 

simple aim – to encourage individuals to recycle their old Christmas cards by leaving them in the 

special recycling bins which will be in all Tesco and WH Smith stores throughout January 2004. 

 

Ian Hutchins, Coprporate Social Responsibility Manager at Tesco explained: "Customers are 

quite precious about their cards. They know that friends and relatives spend time and thought on 

the cards and they don©t just want to throw them away. Recycling the cards gives a much better 

alternative, especially when it is as simple as dropping off  your Christmas cards the 

next time you go shopping." 

 

“Last year’s scheme was a huge success, but we want to recycle even more cards in 2004.  

Help us to achieve this by bringing all your old Christmas cards into Tesco and leaving them in 

the special recycling bin.  This way we can help the Woodland Trust look after the UK’s native 

woodland.” 
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The success of the 2004 Christmas Card Recycling Scheme is vital, because it will help support 

woodland creation at sites across the UK.  In the last five years nearly 4,000 tonnes of cards have 

been recycled, enabling the Trust to create new woodland and protect what’s left of our ancient 

woodland. 

 

Cards can be left in the special recycling bins in all Tesco and WH Smith stores across the UK 

throughout January 20041.  Further information about the scheme, including details of a special 

Christmas tree dedication offer, is now available in local Tesco stores or by visiting www.tesco-

woodland-trust.info 

 

Nottinghamshire County Council, on behalf of the National Association of Waste Disposal 

Officers, administers the support from local authorities.  Severnside Recycling collects and 

recycles the cards.  The scheme is also backed by Defra, the Scottish Executive, Waste 

Awareness Wales, the Northern Ireland Environment & Heritage Service, and Rethink Rubbish.   
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Notes to editors: 
The 2004 Christmas Card Recycling Scheme will run from 5 January until 1 February 2004 
 
The Woodland Trust 
The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity.  It has over 250,000 
members and supporters.  The Trust has four key aims: a) No further loss of ancient woodland; 
b) Restoring and improving the biodiversity of woods; c) Increasing new native woodland; d) 
Increasing people’s awareness and enjoyment of woodland.  Established in 1972, the Woodland 
Trust now has over 1,100 sites in its care covering approximately 19,000 hectares (47,000 
acres). It offers free public access to nearly all of its sites. Further news can be accessed via 
www.woodland-trust.org.uk 
 
The Christmas Card Recycling Scheme 
The Christmas Card Recycling Scheme aims to encourage individuals to recycle, rather than 
throw away, their old Christmas cards.  Run by the Woodland Trust, in partnership with 
WHSmith and Tesco, the scheme will run from 5 January until 1 February 2004, with recycling 
bins in all WHSmith High Street stores and all Tesco stores across the UK.  The 2003 scheme 
recycled 40 million cards.  For more information visit www.woodland-trust.org.uk/recycling  
 

National Recycling Week is sponsored by Environmental Business Products to mark 
the company’s 10th anniversary, issuing a wake-up call to consumers in the UK that 
recycling is no longer just an ‘optional extra’ but an urgent necessity for our well-being 



as well as our surroundings.  Under the slogan ‘Don’t Bin It, Re-use It’, National 
Recycling Week aims to build awareness across the UK of how vital recycling is for our 
future. 

Environmental Business Products (EBP) is the world’s largest supplier of re-
manufactured inkjet and compatible cartridges, working with charities to collect used 
inkjet cartridges, which it re-manufactures for sale through high street retail outlets. The 
company was founded 10 years ago and employs over 200 people with operations in 
the UK, France, Germany, Holland, Canada and Spain.  EBP donates to charities like 
Tommy’s, to whom the company has donated £165,000 to date, Whizz-Kidz, Save The 
Children, WWF, Rainbow Hospice Leicester, Help the Aged, Days, Actions for 
Disabilities, the Association of Children’s Hospices in Germany, Handicap International 
in France, Plant a Tree in Spain and many other charities through recycling initiatives. In 
total, EBP’s charitable donations will reach £1 million by 2004. 
 

- For further information on recycling used cartridges (supply of postpaid bags for 
collection of inkjet printer cartridges or lasers), call: Freephone 0800 43 55 76. 

- Or visit the website on: www.inkagain.co.uk 
 

 


